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(/ellsts are not accountable. And even granting that some real
ambiguities are to be found in their gospels, arising from the

various senses of the same word, or the various constructions of
the same sentence, this is no more than what takes place in all
languages, ancient and modern ; all equally tolerating and
licensing, primary and secondary, literal and figurative signifi-
cations of words*. And who can question, that many seeming
ambiguities and difficulties, which perplex the profoundest
scholars of the present day, were perfectly plain and intelligible
to their countrymen and contemporaries, who were familiarized
to the idiom, and well acquainted with all the oriental and
foreign customs and manners to which the gospels either openly
refer, or tacitly allude.

Another source of ambiguities and dissonances, in the sacred
text, may and must have arisen from literal errors, that have
glided occasionally into the multiplied copies of the original
autographs of the evangelists, in the course of so many ages,
during their wide dissemination throughout all lands. Oar
enemies, who deny the inspiration of the evangelists themselves,
will not surely contend for the inspiration of all the successive
copiers, even from one single manuscript. This, however, we
may venture to assert, that the multiplicity of manuscripts from
widely different quarters, and of ancient versions, furnish, by
careful collation of their various readings, more abundant criti-
cal helps for forming a correct text of the sacred writers, both
of the Old and New Testament, than of any other ancient
writers whatsoever throughout the world. And we may assert
with confidence, that the verbal inaccuracies, which, after all
our pains, will and must remain in the original text, without a
second inspiration of the editors, (which is not to be expected
by the wannest Mgh churchman} are trivial in themselves, not
affecting any material point of faith, doctrine, or practice.
They resemble motes mingling in the sun-beams.

And further, if we candidly and impartially compare the
evangelists with any other writers of memoirs, or histories of a
given person, or period of time, the superiority of the former, in
point of consistency, will be found immense. Take, for instance,
the parallel accounts of the trial of Socrates, furnished by his

* Let the reader look into Johnson's Dictionary, and he will find3 to the full, as many
meanings attached to English words, as in any Lexicon to Greek,
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